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Did you know?

· Keystone students are selected for their ability and motivation. 

· Keystone’s community includes 51% non-Anglo diversity.

· Keystone’s courses are accelerated by one or more grade levels starting in Kindergarten.

· Key components of the lower school curriculum include instruction in music, art, computer, Spanish, and 

       theater.

·  In the summer of 2007, a number of Keystone high school students traveled to South Africa as part of the 

USA delegation at a science exposition.  Students traveled to Santiago, Chile, and Veracruz, Mexico, over 

the past two summers to participate in science expositions.

·  Outdoor education trips start in the 5th grade with a spelunking trip and continue through a 10th grade 

class trip to Yosemite National Park.

· Middle school students participate in a PAL (Peer Assistance and Leadership) program.

·  Lower school and middle school students participate in PSIA (Private School Interscholastic Association) 

competitions and regularly move to the state level of competition.

·  After-school care is available for lower school students, as well as activities ranging from chess club to 

language classes.  

·  Keystone’s average SAT score is 2003 out of 2400 (657 in verbal reasoning, 673 in math, and 673 in 

writing) compared to a Texas state average of 1481 out of 2400.

·  A student in the Class of 2007 was a National Finalist in the Siemens Competition in Math, Science and 

Technology and is now attending the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill as a Morehead-Cain 

Scholar.

·  Keystone has had more finalists in the Discovery Channel Young Scientist Challenge than any other school 

in the country.

·  Over 90% of Keystone 7th graders qualify for the Duke TIP program to take the SAT and participate in 

special summer programs.  Our 7th graders generally score higher on the SAT than the national average 

for high school students.

· 100% of Keystone’s graduates are admitted to 4-year colleges/universities.
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The Keystone Experience
· An environment where students and staff are motivated and enthusiastic about learning.
· A safe community away from home.
·  A college preparatory curriculum that encourages students to develop as artists, athletes, actors, scientists 

and writers.
·  A student body that is diverse, both ethnically and socioeconomically, to reflect the real world.

Mission & Philosophy
Keystone School has been a haven for bright, motivated students since 1948. The mission of Keystone is to 
provide an accelerated and enriched college-preparatory education for students of above average academic 
ability.  Through a strong academic curriculum, enriched with opportunities for physical, social, creative, 
and ethical growth, the school challenges students to develop diligence, independence, self-discipline, 
responsibility, and inquisitiveness.  The educational culture of Keystone encourages students to pursue 
independent thought and research in a balanced environment. Working collaboratively, students continue to 
demonstrate to each other the value of acquiring knowledge, developing strong study habits, and mastering 
research skills.

Keystone is a nationally recognized, multi-cultural, college preparatory school where academic 
excellence and student individuality are honored.  Our small, accelerated classes and co-curricular 
activities prepare our students to succeed at the nation’s best colleges and universities.  Keystone’s students, 
in grades K-12, are mentored by master teachers who create an extraordinary, well-rounded learning 
environment.  

Admissions Process
Admission to Keystone is selective and limited.  The goal of the admissions process is to find the right 
match between student and school and to provide the opportunity for all students to thrive.  For over 
half a century, Keystone has emphasized motivation along with intellectual ability in admitting students.  
Requirements for admission include the submission of school records, standardized test scores, and 
recommendations from previous teachers, as well as a classroom visit or interview.  Offering  admission 
to qualified applicants without regard to ethnic, racial, or religious backgrounds, Keystone’s highly diverse 
community includes 14% of eligible students receiving financial aid.

The Faculty
The Keystone Faculty is an outstanding group of experienced, degreed professionals, who teach within their 
fields of expertise. Tenure at Keystone typically ranges from 7 to 9 years. All classes in art, drama, foreign 
languages, music, computer, and PE are taught by faculty with significant training in these fields.

Accreditation
The Independent Schools Association of the Southwest (ISAS) accredits Keystone School. This organization 
is approved by the state to accredit private schools and currently represents 82 schools in 6 states and 
Mexico. Keystone School and ISAS are affiliated with the National Association of Independent Schools.
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Lower School
Keystone’s Lower School is made up of kindergarten through fourth grade.  Our primary focus is 
to offer an accelerated academic program that respects the differentiated needs of each student and 
the developmental needs of the whole child. The curriculum is aligned across subjects and builds 
upon itself over the years.  Our instructional practice is based on our in-depth understanding of the 
individual learner.  That understanding is strictly balanced by the high standards and benchmarks 
established for each grade level.  Lower School students are offered enriching and engaging 
opportunities in language arts, math, science, and social 
studies, in addition to frequent experiences with foreign 
language, studio art, music, computer, library and physical 
education.  

Kindergarten through Second Grade
The overall goals for the primary years are to establish strong 
foundations of academic skills development and concept 
understandings that will enable students to build upon future 
learning experiences successfully.  We place a significant focus 
and value on assisting students in becoming independent 
learners and workers.  They are encouraged to practice positive group dynamic relations and conflict 
resolution skills.  Being able to successfully transition, work in groups and be respectful of self and 
peers are some of the social and emotional benchmarks focused on in the early years.

Grades Three and Four
During the last two years of elementary school at Keystone, 
students are exposed to learning experiences that assist 
them in making deeper and more abstract connections to 
previously mastered understandings and skills.  They will 
develop stronger bridges of growth that will reinforce and 
enable them to extend and challenge themselves.  They 
are encouraged to take more learning risks and be more 
responsible for their own learning.   Resolving conflict 
independently, successfully participating in large groups, and fuctioning in team 
activities are very much practiced and nurtured in the third and fourth grade.
 

Unique Experiences
The Lower School meets once a month in the theater to present 
culminating classroom projects, perform skits, sing, dicscuss group 
and individual achievements, practice speaking and sharing with 
a large group, and develop skills as an audience.  This is a fun way 
to develop relationships and learn more about peers throughout the 
entire Lower School.
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Middle School

Keystone’s Middle School consists of grades five through eight.  
Along with following a rigorous accelerated academic 
curriculum, students foster their social and emotional 
learning through a student-driven advisory program 
that creates both a unique adult advocate for the student 
as well as a larger sense of personal and civic responsibility 
by engaging in community service projects.  

Grades Five and Six
Teachers loop with the students departmentally 
through both fifth and sixth grade.  Students are 
taught organizational and study skills both as a 
separate class and within the classes themselves.  In 
addition to the core classes of English, history, math, and 
science, students also take Spanish, computer, music, and 
theater courses.  Middle School begins a physical education 
program that allows for intramural and team competitions in volleyball, 
soccer, basketball, softball, and lacrosse.  Outdoor education begins 
in fifth grade with an overnight spelunking trip to New Braunfels and 
continues with a sixth grade trip to the Coastal Bend.

 
Grades Seven and Eight
The academic expectations continue to increase as students move 
through the Middle School.  Many seventh and eighth grade teachers 
also teach high school courses and all teachers are acutely aware of 
the academic preparedness that must be achieved before high school.  
In addition to the core classes of English, history, math, and science, 
students are able to choose semester-long electives such as art, dance, 
debate, choir, computer hardware and web design, and foods and 
nutrition.  Seventh and eighth graders actively participate in team 
sports of their choice consisting of volleyball, soccer, basketball, softball, 
lacrosse, and cross country.  The seventh grade takes a three-day trip to 
the Renaissance Fair, Houston museums, and George Ranch.  Eighth 
grade camps and hikes at Yellowstone National Park.
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Upper School

Keystone’s Upper School is comprised of grades nine through twelve, averaging a total of 120 students.  
100% of Keystone graduates are admitted to four-year colleges, including some of the most competitive in 
the country, and the graduating classes are generally offered over $2 million in merit scholarships and earn 
between 12-30 hours of college credit through the AP program.  Keystone subscribes to a core curriculum of 
English, history and government, mathematics, science, and foreign language (French or Spanish).  Electives 
typically include studio art, an array of theater topics, world religions, psychology, photojournalism, creative 
writing, and speech.

Graduation Requirements

Students must take at least 21 academic courses, including:
4.0 Credits of English
4.0 Credits of Social Sciences
3.0 Credits of Math
3.0 Credits of Science
2.0 Credits of a Foreign Language
1.0 Credit of Fine Arts and Humanities
1-1.5 Credits of Physical Education / Sports
0.5 Credit of Health

* All courses are honors unless designated AP. Students will have completed at least four Advanced 
Placement courses before graduation.

College Guidance
Keystone’s college guidance program is designed to help 
students and their families identify and obtain admission 
to suitable colleges. Aspects of this program include 
informational meetings with students and families 
beginning in Middle School, management of the school’s 
part of the applications process, informing students about 
appropriate standardized tests, gathering of information 
about need and merit-based scholarships, one-to-one 
counseling of juniors and their parents, preparation of the 
college counselor letter and preparation of recommendation 
letters required by colleges. 



S
P

E
C

IA
L

S
Studio Art
Students in grades K-12 can participate in studio art, culminating 
in Art I-III in the Upper School program.  An entire building is 
dedicated to studio art and is equipped with an excellent array of 
media opportunities.  Potter’s wheels, kilns, a roll press, a printing 
press, and a dark room are all available for student use.  

Theater
Regularly scheduled classes in the dramatic arts are provided 
to grades 5-7, and Upper School theater electives are available.  
Eight major productions, as well as several class presentations, 
are staged each year in Keystone’s Performing Arts Center.  The 
season includes two major productions from the Upper School, full 
length productions from grades 7/8 and grades 5/6, and separate 
productions from each of grades 1-4.

Music
Students in grades K-7 have regularly scheduled music classes which develop an appreciation 
for music history, performance and theory.  These courses of music are based upon exploration, 
participation and experimentation.  Students are provided opportunities for performance that include 
class instruction with various instruments, including xylophones, recorders, guitars, and percussion 
instruments.

Computer
Students in grades K-7 have regularly scheduled computer classes.  The computer program, designed 
to help the students become literate and independent computer users, focuses on developing skills and 
strategies to make effective and efficient use of technology. Students learn to perform basic technology 
operations, to use technology responsibly and ethically, to communicate effectively, to research, 
problem-solve and make decisions, and to be information literate.

Foreign Languages
Students in grades 1-6 attend Spanish classes in which they build upon previous knowledge as well 
as learn new concepts.  This is accomplished by working on written and phonic exercises, singing, 
integrating Internet technology, and reading literature.  In the 8th grade, students choose Spanish I 
or French I as their high school language.  These courses are taken over a four-year period and extend 
through AP Spanish IV and AP French IV. 

Physical Education
Students in Grades K-9 are required to participate in P.E.  Grades 
K-4 have P.E. on a daily basis and grades 5-9 have classes four days 
a week. Our goal is to develop healthy bodies through exercise.  
Students develop fundamental movement skills which lead to 
game skills.  Students also learn teamwork, sportsmanship, and 
personal fitness which will lead to a healthy lifestyle.

Specials
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Boys:
Soccer

Basketball
Lacrosse

Tennis
Golf

Girls:
Volleyball
Basketball

Softball
Tennis

Golf

Athletics

Keystone athletes are taught that effort and 
attitude are far more important than the outcome 
of any competition. All students are encouraged 
to participate in the athletics program and Upper 
School students are required to play a sport 
or manage a team as part of their graduation 
requirements. Cooperation, teamwork, respect for 
individual differences, honesty, fair play and good 
sportsmanship are values reinforced throughout 
practices and competition.

Competition
6th-8th  Independent School Athletic League (city-wide group of private schools)
9th-12th  Texas Association of Private & Parochial Schools Division 3A (state-wide)

Recent Athletic Achievements 
In 2007, the Girls’ Tennis Team placed second in the TAPPS 3A State Tournament and the  
  Runner-Up in the Girls’ Singles Category was a Keystone student.
In 2006, the Girls’ Volleyball team placed second in the TAPPS 3A State Championship, 
	 	and		a	Keystone	student	placed	first	in	the	TAPPS	3A	State	Tennis	Tournament	in	the	Boys‘	

Singles Category. 
In	2000	and	2001,	the	Girls’	Softball	teams	were	semifinalists	at	the	state	tournament.
In the past five years:
108 athletes have been named to All-District teams.
32 were elevated to All-State teams.
25 teams won District, Bi-District, and Regional Championships.
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Diversity
Keystone is one of the most diverse schools among the 82 accredited by the Independent Schools 
Association of the Southwest. Numerous religions and ethnic groups are well represented on campus, a 
fact repeatedly mentioned as one of the strengths of our student body.  This diversity on campus is brought 
into the classrooms and creates a global outlook on lessons and events.  In the 2007-2008 school year, 
Keystone has a student population that is 51% non-Anglo.

Science Fair
Keystone students have participated in the the Alamo Regional Science and Engineering Fair for decades; 
the	opportunity	to	engage	in	independent	scientific	research	under	the	sponsorship	of	experienced	teachers	
has	been	a	unique	tradition	for	many	years.	Typically,	five	to	ten	students	each	year	earn	the	right	to	
compete at the International Science and Engineering Fair. The majority of students complete their projects 
in the school’s labs. They have excellent guidance and complete access to the school’s science equipment. 
Besides	developing	scientific	techniques	and	problem-solving	ablilities,	participation	in	science	fair	fosters	
presentation and writing skills. Selected Middle and Upper School students may enter the Alamo Regional 
Science and Engineering Fair; students in grades 3-6 enter their work in class science fairs.  Keystone 
has	had	more	finalists	in	the	Discovery	Channel	Young	Scientist	Challenge	than	any	other	school	in	the	
country.		In	2005,	a	Keystone	student	was	named	“America’s	Top	Young	Scientist.”		

Field Trips
From kindergarten through Upper School, Keystone students travel to nearby and distant locations to 
explore	their	world.	Lower	School	field	trips	are	designed	to	support,	enhance	and	enrich	daily	classroom	
instruction.  Students attend plays, visit working farms, and sample the history of San Antonio and Austin. 
During	their	field	trips,	Middle	School	students	travel	farther	in	pursuit	of	science,	history	and	personal	
challenges.	Upper	School	students	camp	and	hike	as	they	study	the	ecology	and	wildlife	at	Yellowstone	
National	Park,	Yosemite	National	Park,	and	Olympic	National	Park.		

Social Emotional Learning and Character Education
Based on concepts of Social-Emotional Learning, Keystone’s Lower School participates in a structured 
Character Education program.  These concepts are reinforced through assemblies, classroom visits by the 
school counselor, school-wide projects, and classroom activities and stories.  Good character is recognized 
and celebrated through our Cobra Club.  

In the Middle and Upper Schools character is addressed through the advisory and assembly program.  
Through a collaborative effort among students, faculty and the school counselor, relevant topics are chosen 
and lessons and speakers are planned around these topics.  Additionally, service projects, either on campus 
or in the community, are developed to go along with the topics.  Examples of recent topics are:  sound 
mind/sound body; environmental awareness; and bullying.  Students take an active role in developing and 
planning the units, and advisories meet weekly.

Campus
Keystone is located in an urban area just north of San Antonio’s Downtown Business District.  The school 
serves	as	the	southern	boundary	of	Monte	Vista,	a	historically	recognized	residential	area.		Occupying	
most of a city block, Keystone’s campus comprises former mansions, carriage houses, and cottages 
supplemented by new facilities. Shaded by large oak, pecan and magnolia trees, the campus provides a 
unique, safe setting conducive to learning.

Class Sizes
Grade sizes range from 26 to 38 in grades K-12. The size of class sections varies but is usually in the 13-19 
range. The student/teacher ratio is 10:1.

Unique Aspects of Keystone



S
T

U
D

E
N

T
 L

IF
E

Student Life

Keystone strives to foster excellence, not only in its 
academic program, but in its co-curricular activities 
as well.  It seeks to offer students opportunities to 
use and expand their skills and interests. These 
activities help students develop a sense of personal 
accomplishment	and	confidence,	offer	opportunities	
for leadership and teamwork, encourage self-
discipline, and develop a sense of responsibility.

Clubs/Organizations
Chess Club (Lower School)
Math Club (Lower School)
Afterschool Language Instruction (Lower School)
Student Council (Middle & Upper School)
National Honor Society (Upper School)
Key Club (Upper School)
Athletic Club (Upper School)
French Club (Upper School)
Spanish Club (Upper School)
Cobra Yearbook (Upper School)
Keystonian Newspaper (Upper School)
Literary Magazine (Middle & Upper School)
Theater Club (Upper School)
Student Ambassadors (Upper School)

Activities
Community Service Projects :  National Youth Service Day at   
 the San Antonio Food Bank; San Antonio Botanical Garden;  
 The Children’s Museum; The Children’s Shelter; and more
Dances & Prom (6-8, 9-12)
Cookouts for Entire School
Lock-ins & Friday Bake Sales
Weekly Assemblies & Advisory Sessions (5-12)
Halloween Costume Parades & Parties
Turkey Feast for Thanksgiving
Kiss-o-Grams for Valentines Day
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1   Founders’ Hall

2   West Hall

3   Art Building

4   Eargle Library

5   Lloyd Jary Theater

6   Athletic Court/Parking 

  7    North Hall

  8    Carriage House

  9    Stevens’ Hall

10   Activities Center/Gym

11   Work Shop

12   Kindergarten and Playground

Woodlawn Avenue

Craig Place
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Campus

Campus Tours
A tour of the campus takes about one hour. Please allow two-weeks notice to schedule a 
campus tour.



Visit www.keystoneschool.org for more information

Keystone Countdown
The student/teacher ratio is 10 to 1.  

Physical education classes start in Kindergarten and continue through the 9th grade.

The Keystone theater program puts on 8 major productions a year, ranging from musicals to one-act plays  

to Shakespearean dramas.

There are 7 varsity sports offered:  Volleyball, Basketball, Softball, Soccer, Lacrosse, Golf, and Tennis.

Sixth grade travels to the coastal bend area for a hands-on marine science field trip.

Keystone was recognized for AP Excellence by the College Board’s 2006 Report to the Nation and 2007 Report 

to the Nation in the five subjects of AP Biology, AP Calculus BC, AP English Language and Composition, AP 

European History and AP US History.

 High school students run a student open-mic night four times a year and turn the dining hall into a unique 

coffeehouse. 

Lower school students can participate in after-care and the three clubs offered-- chess club, math club, & 

language clubs.

Graduating senior classes average over $2 million in merit-based scholarship offers.

In 2005, one student was named America’s Top Young Scientist by the Discovery Channel.
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T U I T I O N  &  F E E  S C H E D U L E

Tuition for 2007-2008: Kindergarten: $9,980 First – Fourth: $10,625 Fifth – Eighth: $11,650 Ninth – Twefth: $12,715

 A $1,000 Non-Refundable Registration Fee is due for each enrollment. For current parents, this fee is due in February to 
reserve a place for their child during the following school year.

There are three payment plans available:
Plan A – First payment due June 1; remaining balance due July 1
Plan B – First payment due June 1; second payment due July 1; remaining balance due December 1
Plan C – Eleven monthly payments beginning June 1 and ending April 1

Plan A

Kindergarten
First - Fourth Grades
Fifth - Eighth Grades

Ninth - Twelfth Grades

Plan B

Kindergarten
First - Fourth Grades
Fifth - Eighth Grades

Ninth - Twelfth Grades

Plan C

Kindergarten
First - Fourth Grades
Fifth - Eighth Grades

Ninth - Twelfth Grades

June 1

$1,195
$1,245
$1,350
$1,420

June 1

$1,195
$1,245
$1,350
$1,420

June 1 - Aug 1

$1,195
$1,245
$1,350
$1,420

July 1

$8,785
$9,380
$10,300
$11,295

July 1

$4,405
$4,710
$5,190
$5,720

Sep 1 - April 1

$855
$930

$1,025
$1,135

Dec 1

$4,585
$4,870
$5,345
$5,835

Total

$9,980
$10,625
$11,650
$12,715

Total

$10,185
$10,825
$11,885
$12,975

Total

$10,425
$11,175
$12,250
$13,340

Payments received after the 20th of the month will be assessed a $25 Late Payment Fee. Returned checks will also be assessed a 

$25 charge in addition to any Late Payment Fees which accrue until the total amount is satisfactorily remitted.

Tuition charges include books and athletic/activities fees. There are additional art/photography course fees for students 
in grades 7-12. 

Refund Policy:
A. Withdrawals made before or during the first semester will result in no refunds of tuition already collected for the first 
semester.
B. Plan A participants will receive a refund equal to the second semester’s payment ONLY if the withdrawal is made prior 
to December 1.
C. Withdrawals made after December 1 will result in no refunds of any amount already collected.



 
 

Application Information 
 

Keystone School has rolling admissions, but priority is given to applications received by February 1st. 
 

Keystone School has now moved to an online application that is available at www.keystoneschool.org/admissions.  The supplemental 
forms, such as the transcript request and teacher recommendation forms, are also available online.  Application procedures are listed 
below, please read through these carefully and call 210-735-4022, ext 325 if you have any questions.  
  
APPLICATION PROCEDURES:  

•� The information for both the candidate and the parents is to be completed by the parent of the candidate.  
•� For Grades 5-12, the candidate's questionnaire and essay are to be completed by the student applying for admission.  
•� A non-refundable application fee of $50 payable to Keystone School must accompany the application.  
•� A photo of the candidate is required and should be no larger than 3.5 x 5 inches. Please print the candidate's name on the back of 

the photo and mail this in. This will help us remember each candidate.  
•� Receipt of these items initiates the formal application to Keystone School.  
 

CONFIDENTIAL RECOMMENDATIONS:  
•� The Confidential School Report with the Transcript Release Statement needs to be signed by the parents and given to the 

principal or guidance counselor at the current school. The school is to send/fax the completed form, official school records and 
official transcript directly to Keystone School, Attention: Admissions.  

•� The Confidential Teacher Recommendations (for Grades K-1 and Grades 2-12) are to be given directly to the candidate's 
current teachers. Please check the list below to see the requirements for your grade level. The teacher is to send the completed 
form directly to Keystone School, Attention: Admissions.  

Grade K & 1 Applicant K & 1 Teacher Recommendation for current teacher 

Grade 2-4 Applicant  2-12 Teacher Recommendation for current teacher 

  Optional/Additional Teacher Recommendation  

Grade 5-12 Applicant  Math Teacher Recommendation 

  English Teacher Recommendation 

  Optional/Additional Teacher Recommendation 

 
All confidential recommendations are for the sole use of Keystone School and will not be sent to any other institution or released to the 
parents.  
 
CAMPUS VISITS AND ASSESSMENTS:  

•� Applicants to Kindergarten will participate in an observation/assessment on the school campus. These dates will be announced in 
the spring.  

•� Applicants to First Grade will be scheduled for a half-day classroom visit from 8:30 am to 11 am. They will participate in an 
academic assessment at this time.  

•� Applicants to Second Grade through Fourth Grade will be scheduled for a full-day visit. They will participate in an academic 
assessment at this time.  

•� Middle School applicants will be scheduled for a full day visit and will have an interview with the Head of Middle School at this 
time.  

•� Upper School applicants will be scheduled for a full day visit and will have an interview with the Head of Upper School at this time.  
 
TESTING:  

•� Applicants for Grades K-4 will be required to take a readiness and ability test. Test information and sites can be found at 
www.keystoneschool.org/admissions. Testing results should be sent to Keystone no later than February 15th for the priority 
applications.  

•� Applicants for Grades 5-12 will be required to take the Independent School Entrance Examination (ISEE). This test is offered in 
over 30 metropolitan areas across the country. The list of testing dates and locations is found on the ISEE Guide available through 
Keystone School or online at www.iseetest.org. The ISEE may be taken only once within a six-month period. Testing results should 
be sent to Keystone no later than March 1st for the priority applications.  

 
ALL OF THE ITEMS LISTED ABOVE MUST BE SUBMITTED BEFORE AN APPLICATION FILE IS COMPLETE 
Please send all application materials to :  KEYSTONE SCHOOL; Attention: Admissions; 119 East Craig Place; San Antonio, TX 78212 
Tel: 210.735.4022 ext.325; Fax: 210.734.5508 
 
Keystone School admits qualified students of any race, sex, color, religion, or national and ethnic origin to all the rights and privileges, 
programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. Keystone School does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, sex, color , religion, or national and ethnic origin in the administration of its educational practices, admissions, financial 
aid, athletics and other school-administered programs. 


